
 

 

 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 
The next ENVI Committee meeting 
will take place in Brussels on 20-21 
March 2017. 
 
On 20 March, Mr Jyrki Katainen 
Commission Vice-President for 
Jobs, Growth, Investment and 
Competitiveness, will speak to the 
ENVI Committee about the 
Commission’s Ecodesign Working 
Plan 2016-2019. 
 
We will also discuss the draft 

report on the inclusion of greenhouse gas emissions and removals 
from land use, land use change and forestry into the 2030 climate and 
energy framework. 
 
On 21 March, we will vote on objections to the authorisation of GM 
maize products and to the inclusion of Triton X-100 in Annex XIV to 
REACH. We will also vote on two draft recommendations for second 
reading, on in vitro diagnostic medical devices and on a regulation on 
medical devices. Furthermore, a draft implementation report on the 
Mining Waste Directive and a draft report on the conclusion of the 
Minamata Convention on Mercury will be voted. 
 
Finally, we will have a presentation of the special report on food waste 
by the European Court of Auditors and an exchange of views with the 
Commission on the fitness check of the Birds and Habitats Directives. 
 
Adina-Ioana Vălean 

 

 

 
 
 

 

MEETING ITEMS 

 
Votes: 

 Minamata Convention on Mercury  

 Implementation of the Mining Waste Directive  

 Management, conservation and control measures applicable in 
the Convention Area of the International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) 

 EU guarantee to the European Investment Bank against losses 
under financing operations supporting investment projects 
outside the Union 

 In vitro diagnostic medical devices 

 Regulation on medical devices 

 Objection pursuant to rule 106: GM maize products 

 Objection pursuant to Rule 106: Triton X-100 
 

Considerations:  

 Inclusion of greenhouse gas emissions and removals from land 
use, land use change and forestry into the 2030 climate and 
energy framework (LULUCF) 

 Application of Directive 2004/35/EC of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 21 April 2004 on environmental liability with 
regard to the prevention and remedying of environmental 
damage 

 
Exchanges of views and presentation: 

 Exchange of views with Commission Vice-President Jyrki Katainen 
on the Commission Ecodesign Working Plan 2016-2019 

 Exchange of views with the Commission on the REFIT fitness 
check of the Birds & Habitats Directives 

 Presentation by the European Court of Auditors of the Special 
Report “Combating Food Waste: an opportunity for the EU to 
improve the resource-efficiency of the food supply chain” 

 
 
 
 

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
10-11 April 2017 (Brussels) 
See also the 2017 meeting dates for future meetings. 
 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available via the EP Live multimedia library and you can 
also download the extracts of speeches. 

 
More information 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or 
visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

 

Subscription 
If you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your 
contact details and the subject "newsletter" to envi-
secretariat@europarl.europa.eu. To sign up for ENVI committee press 
releases or for media enquiries, please write to envi-
press@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Further information sources 
The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, information notes and 
workshop proceedings; to contact them, write to Poldep-Economy-
Science@europarl.europa.eu. The EP Library regularly prepares briefings 
summarising information related to topical subjects. Find the latest 
updates via the links briefings and blog.  
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mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?language=EN&&code_type_docu=BBRI&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1&currentPage=1
http://libraryeuroparl.wordpress.com/category/what-we-do/environment/
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VOTES 

Minamata Convention on Mercury 
Vote on draft report (see meeting documents) 

 The Minamata Convention on 
Mercury is the main international 
legal framework for cooperation 
and measures to control and limit 
the use and anthropogenic 

emissions of mercury and mercury compounds. Although mercury is 
acutely toxic, it is used in everyday objects and released to the 
atmosphere, soil and water from a variety of sources. The Minamata 
Convention addresses the whole life cycle of mercury. To put the 
provisions of the Minamata Convention that so far have not been 
transposed into EU law, a Regulation of the European Parliament and 
of the Council on Mercury was agreed between the Council and the 
Parliament in first reading and adopted in Plenary on 14 March 2017. 

The ratification of the Convention will be an important step towards a 
higher level of protection of human health and the environment from 
mercury. It will also allow the EU to take an active role in shaping a 
global mercury-free policy. The rapporteur therefore welcomes the 
draft Council Decision to ratify the Convention and proposes that 
Parliament gives its consent. 

Rapporteur: Eck (GUE/NGL) 

Shadows: Dantin (EPP), Paolucci (S&D), Girling (ECR), Jäätteenmäki (ALDE), Rivasi 

(Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD), D'Ornano (ENF) 

Implementation of the Mining Waste Directive 
Vote on draft report (see meeting documents) 

The draft report underlines the incomplete implementation of the 
Directive and the difficulty to have a clear picture of the effectiveness 
of the actions undertaken by Member States. Thus the Rapporteur 
calls for reform of the current reporting mechanism as a matter of 
priority, taking into account the upcoming deadlines for the third 
reporting period 2014-2017. He also expresses his concern about the 
incompleteness of the classification and permitting process for 
category A facilities, which involve higher risks for environment and 
health. The draft report also reiterates Parliament’s call for a complete 
ban on the use of cyanide mining in the EU. In the context of the 
circular economy, the rapporteur also calls on the Commission to give 
priority to higher environmental standards and resource efficiency 
when defining best practices for mining waste. 

54 amendments were tabled in ENVI, focussing on the lack of guidance 
from the Commission on inspections, the lack of implementation and 
the low quality of information provided in the context of monitoring 
activities. Four compromise amendments were negotiated. 

Rapporteur: Hölvényi (EPP) 

Shadows: Caputo (S&D), Demesmaeker (ECR), Meissner (ALDE), Konečná 

(GUE/NGL), Škrlec (Greens/EFA), Jalkh (ENF) 

 

 

 

Medical devices 
Vote on draft recommendation for second reading (see meeting 
documents) 

In vitro diagnostic medical devices  
Vote on draft recommendation for second reading (see meeting 
documents) 

Picture The Regulation on medical 
devices will repeal all existing 
legislation on medical devices. The 
current market approval procedure 
for medical devices in the EU is 
based on a set of requirements 
checked by notified conformity 
assessment bodies that issue CE 

certificates for marketing throughout the single market. The 
regulation tightens the existing system and scrutinises devices based 
on their risk class. Designated expert panels will look into the clinical 
data and provide their opinion to the notified bodies before these 
issue their certificates. Stricter requirements were introduced with 
regard to the expertise required from notified bodies and from 
national competent authorities that designate and supervise these. 
More systematic post-market checks will be performed, and devices 
will be closely monitored and registered to ensure traceability in case 
of accidents.  

The proposal for a Regulation on in vitro diagnostic medical devices is 
related to the Regulation on medical devices and was processed in 
parallel. 

Council and Parliament reached an agreement on the two proposals 
on 25 May 2016, which was approved by COREPER and the ENVI 
Committee on 15 June 2016. To finalise the procedure, the ENVI 
Committee and Plenary have to formally endorse the Council position 
which is apart from legal-linguistic changes identical to the agreement. 

Medical devices 

Rapporteur: Willmott (S&D)   

Shadows: McGuinness (EPP), Piecha (ECR), Meissner (ALDE), Konečná (GUE/NGL), 

Rivasi (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

In vitro diagnostic medical devices 

Rapporteur: Liese (EPP) 

Shadows: Borzan (S&D), Piecha (ECR), Meissner (ALDE), Konečná (GUE), Auken 

(Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

Objection pursuant to rule 106: GM maize products  
Vote on motion for a resolution (see meeting documents) 

This draft decision authorises products containing, consisting of, or 
produced from genetically modified maize Bt11 × 59122 × MIR604 × 
1507 × GA21, and twenty sub-combinations thereof. 

The objectors oppose the draft measure on the grounds that its 
adoption would exceed the implementing powers provided for in the 
basic act, pointing out that several of the products to be authorised 
have not been tested for safety. 

Co-rapporteurs: Staes (Greens/EFA), Pietikäinen (EPP), Balas (S&D), Boylan 

(GUE/NGL), Evi (EFDD) 
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Objection pursuant to Rule 106: Triton X-100 
Vote on motion for a resolution (see meeting documents) 

The draft measure concerns the inclusion of a number of substances 
in Annex XIV (List of substances subject to authorisation) to the REACH 
Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006, on the grounds that they meet the 
criteria for classification as toxic for reproduction. 

The objector opposes the draft measure on the grounds that the 
inclusion of the active substance Triton X-100 is not compatible with 
the aim of the basic instrument and does not respect the principle of 
proportionality. According to the objector, the listing of Triton X-100 
on Annex XIV of REACH does not take into account the specific case of 
the manufacturing of medicinal products and medical devices, and the 
economic and public health consequences. 

Rapporteur:  Girling (ECR) 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Inclusion of greenhouse gas emissions and removals 
from land use, land use change and forestry into the 
2030 climate and energy framework (LULUCF) 

This legislative proposal is part 
of the climate package 
presented by the Commission on 
20 July 2016. It proposes to 
integrate greenhouse gas 
emissions and removals from 
land use, land use-change and 
forestry (LULUCF) into the 2030 

climate and energy framework. LULUCF is a category within the 
UNFCCC accounting framework for greenhouse gas emissions. The EU 
and its Member States have to account for the LULUCF sector under 
the Kyoto protocol, which will expire at the end of 2020.  

The proposed regulation establishes a legal framework from 2021 
onwards. It is in line with the Paris Agreement, and maintains LULUCF 
as a separate pillar instead of integrating the sector into the Effort 
Sharing Regulation. The proposal sets a binding commitment for each 
Member State to ensure that accounted emissions from land use are 
compensated by an equivalent removal of CO₂ from the atmosphere 
through action in the sector. It defines rules for the accounting of 
emissions and removals for different categories of land. As regards 
managed forest land, emissions and removals are accounted for on the 
basis of a forest reference level estimate. The proposal provides for 
certain flexibilities such as transfer of LULUCF credits between 
Member States and banking of credits. It also sets the framework for 
reporting and monitoring. In his draft report, the Rapporteur proposes 
several changes to the rules to be applied to forest management, 
notably regarding Member States’ forest reference levels, reference 
periods, and credits. 

Rapporteur: Lins (EPP) 

Shadows: Brannen (S&D), Wiś niewska (ECR), Torvalds (ALDE), Flanagan 
(GUE/NGL), Javor (Greens/EFA), Evi (EFDD) 

Application of Directive 2004/35/EC on environmental 
liability with regard to the prevention and remedying 
of environmental damage 

The Environmental Liability Directive (ELD) establishes a framework to 
prevent and remedy environmental damage, namely to biodiversity, 
water and land. Based on the polluter pays principle, it obliges the 
liable operator to take the necessary preventive or remedial action 
and to bear all costs. The Directive was negotiated with JURI and ENVI 
as associated committees. ENVI is also associated committee for this 
implementation report. This report refers to the 2016 Commission 
report which assesses the application of the ELD between 2007 and 
2013. According to the Commission, full transposition by all Member 
States has only been achieved since mid-2010, and considerable 
differences remain. 

In his draft opinion, the Rapporteur calls for a swift ELD revision. He 
calls for the extension of strict liability to all environmental damage 
and for the imposition of liability for damage to human health and the 
environment. He also requests the removal of the option for granting 
defences and recommends mandatory subsidiary state liability, 
mandatory financial security for operators, and a supplementary EU-
wide fund. 

Rapporteur: Javor (Greens/EFA) 

Shadows: Pietikäinen (EPP), Androulakis(S&D), Dohrmann (ECR), Jäätteenmäki 

(ALDE), Hazekamp (GUE/NGL), Pedicini (EFDD), D'Ornano (ENF) 

 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

Exchange of views with Mr Jyrki Katainen, Commission 
Vice-President for Jobs, Growth, Investment and 
Competitiveness, on the Ecodesign Working Plan 

The Ecodesign and Energy Labelling 
Directives lay down conditions and 
criteria for implementing measures that 
set out binding requirements for specific 
product groups. Priorities for product 
groups to be investigated are established 
through regular Working Plans. On 30 
November 2016, the Commission 
published its Communication on the 

Ecodesign Working Plan, setting out the priorities under the ecodesign 
and energy labelling framework for 2016 to 2019.  

The Plan presents ongoing work and upcoming reviews of existing 
measures, identifies additional product groups to be further 
examined, and sets out how ecodesign will contribute better to 
circular economy objectives. In the coming years, the Commission 
plans to finalise ongoing regulatory work on products identified in 
previous working plans and to undertake the review of existing 
measures. The Commission will examine how aspects relevant to the 
circular economy, such as resource efficiency, reparability, 
recyclability and durability can be assessed and taken on board. The 
Commission also wants to start preparatory studies for already 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124721/BENEDEK_JAVOR_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/40599/Sirpa_PIETIKÄINEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125110/NIKOS_ANDROULAKIS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124878/JORN_DOHRMANN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28314/ANNELI_JAATTEENMAKI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125023/ANJA_HAZEKAMP_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124750/MIREILLE_D%27ORNANO_home.html


 
 

4  
   

identified new product groups. The Communication also addresses 
international cooperation, convergence of test and measurement 
methods, and minimum energy performance requirements. 

Exchange of views with the Commission on REFIT of the 
Birds & Habitats Directives 

On 16 December 2016, the 
Commission published its 
Staff Working Document on 
the Fitness Check of the EU 
Nature Legislation, i.e. the 
Birds and Habitats 
Directives. The Fitness 
Check examined the 
performance of the Nature 
Directives against the REFIT 

criteria of effectiveness, efficiency, relevance, coherence and EU 
added value. The outcome of the evaluation is positive under all 
criteria. The Commission concludes that the Nature Directives are fit 
for purpose, but fully achieving their objectives and realising their full 
potential will depend on substantial improvement in their 
implementation. 

Based on the findings of the fitness check, the Commission decided to 
develop an Action Plan to improve the implementation of the 
Directives and to address the identified shortcomings. This Action Plan 

is scheduled to be finalised during the second quarter of 2017. The 
exchange of views is an opportunity to discuss the conclusions of the 
REFIT Fitness Check and the next steps. 

Presentation by the European Court of Auditors of the 
Special Report: Combating Food Waste 

On 17 January 2017, the European 
Court of Auditors published its 
Special report “Combating Food 
Waste: an opportunity for the EU 
to improve the resource-efficiency 
of the food supply chain”. This 
report examines the role of the EU 
in combating food waste, the 
actions taken thus far and the way 
in which the various EU policy 

instruments work to reduce food waste. It focuses on the actions of 
prevention and donation. ECA concludes that efforts so far have not 
been sufficient and that the EU strategy on food waste has to be 
strengthened and better coordinated.  

The presentation and discussion in the ENVI Committee is linked to the 
annual scrutiny plan and will feed into the work on the own-initiative 
report on food waste which will be voted mid-April. 
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NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent Publications 
 Proceedings of the workshop on "Health Promotion & Primary 

Prevention - Exchange of Good Practices   

 Study on Decision-making processes of ICAO and IMO in respect of 
environmental regulations 

 Briefing on Climate action and the Emissions Trading System in 
China 

 

Upcoming Publications 
 Proceedings of the workshop on “Supporting the market for 

secondary raw materials” 

 In-depth analysis on fossil fuel subsidies 

 

To request a hard copy of any publication please contact:  
Poldep-Economy-Science@ep.europa.eu 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  
 
Land recycling helps Europe to maintain its land resource 
Land degradation and taking land for urban development 
threaten critical ecosystem services, including provision of 
food and water, climate regulation and recreation. The 
report shows how land recycling, such as reusing neglected 

sites and turning roads or parking lots to green spaces or residential 
areas, can have positive impacts on the environment and support 
Europe’s transition towards a circular and green economy. More 
 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
 

ECHA organises its annual Stakeholders' Day on 4 
and 5 April 2017. The main focus is preparing for the 
final REACH registration deadline on 31 May 2018. 
One year to the deadline, the conference offers 

registrants, in particular SMEs, the most up-to-date advice, guidance 
and case studies to help them register successfully. More 
 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  
      
EFSA's scientists rely on experimental toxicology 
evidence, such as animal or cell studies, to assess 
the safety of chemicals. EFSA has now developed 
a new method to also make better use of the 

results of epidemiological studies on human health. The new method, 
known as adverse outcome pathway (AOP), can establish whether 

there is a plausible link between the exposure to pesticides and a 
subsequent chain of events leading to a specific disease. The prototype 
AOPs for Parkinson’s disease and infant leukaemia showed the 
plausibility of an association of those diseases with the exposure to 
pesticides. More 
 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC)  
 

Avian flu in China: a threat for the EU? 
ECDC updated its risk assessment and concludes that the 
highly pathogenic A(H7N9) virus mutation does not 
change risk to humans. More   
 

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
 
European and US regulators agree on mutual 
recognition of inspections of medicines 
manufacturers 
Regulators in the EU and the US have agreed to 

recognise inspections of manufacturing sites for human medicines 
conducted in their respective territories on both sides of the Atlantic. 
The agreement will avoid duplicate inspections by FDA and EU, and 
enable them to devote more resources to inspections of 
manufacturing sites in other parts of the world where there may be 
greater risk. Around 40% of finished medicines marketed in the EU 
come from overseas and 80% of the manufacturers of APIs are located 
outside the EU. More
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